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ELIYA, Nov o9
(ePRESS) - Sri
Lanka’s number one
ranked amateur golf-
er Dhanushan Kumar
produced the tourna-
ment’s best round so
far, carding one-over-
par 72 to take a three-
stroke lead on top of
the leaderboard as
16 golfers made the
cut on Day Two
of the Sri Lanka
Golf November
Ranking Tour-
nament at the
Nuwara Eliya
Golf Club on
Saturday.

D h a -
nushan, who
opened with
73 on Day
One, Nnow
holds a to-
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tal gross score of 145, three
shots clear of his nearest ri-
vals.

The talented youngster
began with a double bogey
on the first hole, but quickly
regained his rhythm, firing
three birdies in a composed
and disciplined round
that kept him comfortably
ahead.

Second place is shared
by S. Dhuwarshan, the
home course player, and
professional golfer Wijitha
Bandara, both on 148 after
identical rounds of 73 and
75, while Navy golfer Chal-
itha Pushpika follows in
fourth on 151 (76, 75). Vi-
noth Kumar is close behind
on 152, and reigning Sri
Lanka Amateur Champion
Chanaka Perera of Sitrak
Group showed his class with
a strong comeback round of
73, climbing to sixth place
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JAYDEN
10-YEAR

COLOMBO, Nov 9, 2025
(ePRESS) - Jayden de Silva of
Stafford International School cre-
ated a splash on Day 1 of the 30th
Inter-International School Swim-
ming Championship (IISSC) 2025
by breaking a 10-year-old Boys
Under-16 100m Backstroke meet
record and setting another in the
50m Butterfly. The championship,
organized by Asian International
School, began at the Sugathadasa
Swimming Pool Complex in Co-
lombo on Saturday.

De Silva, a 15-year-old national
squad member, clocked 1:04.25 to
win the 100m Backstroke gold, eras-
ing the previous record of 1:05.84
set by Vihanga Perera of Gateway
College Colombo in 2015. Later, he
set a new meet record in his favorite
event, the Boys Under-16 50m But-
terfly, touching 27.22 to surpass the
2022 record of 27.31 held by Yonal
de Silva of Lyceum International
School Wattala.

Stafford teammate Shaqib Riyaj
also shone, breaking the Boys Un-
der-20 50m Breaststroke record
with 30.87, bettering last year’s

Three-stroke
< lead for
* Dhanushan

on 153 after struggling with
an 80 on the first day.
Kushal Johnpillai (155),
Kaiyan Johnpillai (156),
and P.D.S.U. Kumara (157)
completed the top nine,
while Lamidu Rainika and
Uchitha Ranasinghe tied on
158. The cut-off was set at
173, with M.C. Kumar being
the last to qualify for the fi-

nal day.
In the Ladies’ category,
KW.D.H.S. Wijegunara-

tne leads the field with 178
(90, 88), ahead of R.M.A.C.
Rathnayaka (182) and
K.U.D.N. Uluwaththa (187).
The final round of the
three-round November
Ranking Tournament, the
last national ranking event
of 2025, will be played on
Sunday at the Nuwara Eliya
Golf Club, promising an ex-
citing finish to the season.
(www.epress.lk)

COLOMBO, Nov 9 (ePRESS)
— Sri Lanka’s Under-18 tennis
team left the island on Friday
aiming to chase their Australian
dream when they compete in the
2026 Dunlop Road to the Austra-
lian Open Junior Tennis Champi-
onship from November 10 to 14 in
Yokkaichi, Japan.

The most attractive fact for
Sri Lanka is that the winners of
the men’s and women’s events
will earn a Main Draw Singles
Wildcard for the 2026 Australian
Open Junior Championships — a
rare and prestigious opportunity
for young players to step onto one
of the world’s biggest stages.

The five-member Sri Lank-
an squad comprises Kubherane

31.36 record set by Vinul Sena-
nayake of Wycherley International
School Colombo.

Gateway College Colombo’s
Hashel Senarath set two new meet
records. He first broke the nine-
year-old Boys Under-14 50m But-
terfly record with 28.38, eras-
ing Amjad Hasan’s 2016 mark of
28.66, and earlier, he had smashed
the seven-year-old Boys Under-14
200m Individual Medley record,
finishing in 2:30.88 to better Jani-
du Gangahagedara’s 2:32.90 from
2018.

Elizabeth Moir School’s Okitha
Gunasekara also impressed, set-
ting a new Boys Under-20 200m
Individual Medley record with
2:14.78, shattering Shaqib Ri-
yaj’s 2024 mark of 2:18.13. In the
younger categories, Ometh Pathi-
rana of Lyceum International
School Ratnapura clocked 1:15.38
to break the Boys Under-10 100m
Freestyle record.

On the girls’ side, Horizon Col-
lege International’s Sandini Ni-
hinsa lowered the Girls Under-10
som Backstroke record to 40.45,

while Lyceum International School
Nugegoda’s Chanudi Kumarappe-
ruma claimed the Girls Under-20
som Butterfly in 30.47. Visakya
Dias of Lyceum International
School Ratnapura set two new
meet records in the Girls Under-12
100m Freestyle (1:08.90) and 5o0m
Breaststroke (39.04). Sandini Ni-
hinsa also added the Girls Un-
der-10 100m Freestyle title with
1:20.75, and Sasha Rajapakse of
The British School in Colombo
clocked 1:02.01 to break the Girls
Under-16 100m Freestyle record.
The two-day championship
features 850 swimmers from 21
international schools in Sri Lanka.
After 57 events on Day 1, 13 new
meet records were established.
Lyceum International School
Wattala leads the combined team
standings with 533 points, fol-
lowed by Lyceum International
School Ratnapura (427) and Ly-
ceum International School Nuge-
goda (307). Stafford International
School is tied in sixth place with
Elizabeth Moir School, each on
151 points. (www.epress.lk)

Sri Lanka to play
for bronze

VOLLEYBALL

COLOMBO, November 9
(ePRESS) - Fighting Sri Lanka
were defeated 0-3 by defending
champions Kyrgyzstan in the
toughest semi-final of the CAVA
Women’s Under-19 Volleyball
Championships at the Sugatha-
dasa Indoor Stadium in Colom-
bo on Saturday. Kyrgyzstan ad-
vanced to the final, while Sri
Lanka will face Maldives in the
third-place play-off.

Sri Lanka fought valiantly but
narrowly lost the first set 24-26.
Trailing 12-8 early, the hosts ral-
lied to tie 14-all. Captain Sulak-
shana Pasinduni launched pow-
erful attacks, while Tashini and
Harshani defended brilliantly.
Despite Sri Lanka’s resilience,
Kyrgyzstan clinched the set 26-
24 in a nail-biting finish. The
second set began strongly for Sri
Lanka, who scored four straight

Mayooran and Ashlin de Silva in
the boys’ team, and Dinara de Sil-
va, Yuhansa Peiris, and Gehansa
Methnadi in the girls’ team, ac-
companied by team manager Nir-
mala de Silva from the Sri Lanka
Tennis Association (SLTA).
Leading the team is national
champion and top-ranked player
Dinara de Silva, currently hold-
ing a World Tennis Tour Junior
ranking of 458 and seeded fifth
in Japan. She is from St. Bridget’s
Convent, Colombo, and is seen
as Sri Lanka’s strongest hope for
a deep run in the tournament.
Her teammates Yuhansa Peiris
of Bishop’s College, Colombo and
Gehansa Methnadi of Musaeus
College are ranked 2921 and 3235
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points while Kyrgyzstan strug-
gled under pressure, even re-
ceiving a red card. Harshani and
Pasinduni executed precise at-
tacks, with Hiruni delivering ex-
cellent sets.

However, Kyrgyzstan recov-
ered to lead 20-13, and despite
Tashini’s remarkable defense,
the visitors closed the set 25-21
to take a 2-0 lead.

In the final set, Kyrgyzstan
dominated from the start, win-
ning 25-15 to seal the match and
secure a place in Sunday’s final.
Sri Lanka, last year’s runners-up,
will now contest the bronze med-
al against Maldives.

In the other semi-final, Nepal
convincingly defeated Maldives
3-0 with scorelines of 25-11, 25-
3, and 25-5, booking their place
in the gold medal match against
Kyrgyzstan. (www.epress.lk)

respectively, and seeded 11th and
12th.

On the boys’ side, Kubherane
Mayooran and Ashlin de Silva,
both from St. Peter’s College,
Bambalapitiya, trained under vet-
eran coach Dinith Pathiraja. Each
holds a ranking around 3400 in
the ITF World Junior standings.

The women’s draw features
players from Sri Lanka, New
Zealand, South Korea, Indo-
nesia, Uzbekistan, Japan, the
Philippines, and Pakistan, while
the men’s event includes com-
petitors from New Zealand, Uz-
bekistan, Thailand, Singapore,
Pakistan, Indonesia, Jordan, Sri
Lanka, and Japan.

(www.epress.lk)



